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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing Of Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1-1 22. (Canceled) 



123. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving via a tuner in a set-top terminal (STT) a video stream comprising a 
video-on-demand (VOD) presentation, the video stream received over a bi-directional 
communication network from a server of a cable television; 

outputting by the STT a first portion of the VOD presentation as a television 

signal; 

receiving at the STT a first user input associated with bookmarking a visual 
scene of the outputted first portion; 

responsive to the first user input, storing in a memory of the STT information 
corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene without interrupting the VOD 
presentation; 

responsive to storing the information in the memory, providing by the STT 
feedback that the bookmarking of the visual scene has occurred, wherein providing 
the feedback comprises, while outputting the first portion of the VOD presentation, 
overlaying a displayed portion of the VOD presentation with one of the following: a 
banner and an icon indicating that the visual scene has been bookmarked; 
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receiving at the STT a second user input that follows the first user input, the 
second user input received during the VOD presentation following an initial output of 
the first portion; 

responsive to receiving the second user input, th e STT requesting by the STT 
over a bi-directional communication medium the VOD presentation beginning from the 
bookmarked visual scene; 

receiving at the STT the VOD presentation, the VOD presentation received 
from the server beginning from the bookmarked visual scene; and 

outputting by the STT a second portion of the VOD presentation, beginning 
from the bookmarked visual scene, as [[a]] the television signal. 

124. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 123, wherein outputting the 
first portion corresponds to a first time proximal to [[the]] a beginning of the VOD 
presentation. 

125. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 124, wherein outputting the 
second portion corresponds to a second time proximal to [[the]] an end of the VOD 
presentation. 

126. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 125, wherein outputting the 
first portion and the second portion comprises outputting during a single VOD session. 
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127. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 123, wherein outputting the 
first portion and the second port i ons portion comprises outputting to a display device. 

128. -131. (Canceled) 

1 32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wherein storing in the 
memory of the STT information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene 
comprises storing the information i nc l ud e s including a default bookmark name that is 
user-configurable. 

1 33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wherein storing in the 
memory of the STT information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene 
comprises storing the information i nc l ud e s including a representative image of the 
visual scene. 

1 34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wherein storing in the 
memory of the STT information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene 
comprises storing the information i nc l ud e s including a thumbnail of the visual scene. 

1 35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wherein storing in the 
memory of the STT information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene 
comprises storing the information i nc l ud e s including a representative image of the 
visual scene and a thumbna il of th e v i sua l sc e n e. 
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1 36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wherein storing in the 
memory of the STT information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene 
comprises storing the information i nc l ud e s including a start time of the visual scene in 
relation to [[the]] a beginning of the VOD presentation. 

1 37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wherein storing in the 
memory of the STT information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene 
comprises storing the information i nc l ud e s including a start time of the visual scene in 
relation to an accessible starting point of the VOD presentation. 

1 38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 37, wherein storing the 
information including the start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible 
starting point of the VOD presentation comprises storing the information including the 
start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible starting point compr i s e s 
comprising a chapter. 

1 39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 37, wherein storing the 
information including the start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible 
starting point of the VOD presentation comprises storing the information including the 
start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible starting point compr i s e s 
comprising a duration of the visual scene. 
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1 40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 37, wherein storing the 
information including the start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible 
starting point of the VOD presentation comprises storing the information including the 
start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible starting point compr i s e s 
comprising a time and date that a user created the bookmark. 

141. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 137, wherein storing the 
information including the start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible 
starting point of the VOD presentation comprises storing the information including the 
start time of the visual scene in relation to the accessible starting point compr i s e s 
comprising an identification of a user that created the bookmark. 

142. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 123, further comprising 
receiving a plurality of user inputs configured to assign a plurality of respective 
character sequences corresponding to a plurality of respective visual scenes that were 
bookmarked responsive to a plurality of respective user inputs. 

1 43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, further comprising: 
receiving a third user input corresponding to a request for on e or mor e at least 

one portion of the information corresponding to the bookmarked visual scene[[,]]j_and 

providing the requested at least one portion of the information responsive to 
receiving the third user input. 
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144. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 123, wh e r ei n further 
comprising after expiration of a rental access period corresponding to the v i d e o VOD 
presentation, prompting a user to provide input indicating whether the information is to 
be deleted from the memory of the STT. 

1 45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 23, wh e r ei n further 
comprising after expiration of a rental access period corresponding to the v i d e o VOD 
presentation, automatically discarding the information. 

146. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 123, wherein the second user 
input requesting the visual scene corresponds to a thumbnail image corresponding to 
the visual scene, the thumbnail image being simultaneously provided with a plurality of 
thumbnail images corresponding to a plurality of visual scenes in the video VOD 
presentation. 

147. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 123, further comprising 
providing by the STT an indication whether there are user-created bookmarks. 

148. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 
a set-top terminal (STT), comprising: 

a tuner configured to receive a video stream comprising a video-on- 
demand (VOD) presentation, the video stream received over a bi-directional 
communication network from a server of a cable television; 
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a memory storage ; and 

a proc e ssor processing unit coupled to the memory storage, wherein the 
processing unit is configured to: 

output of a first portion of the VOD presentation as a television 

signal; 

receive at the STT a first user input associated with bookmarking 
a visual scene of the outputted first portion; 

retrieve by the STT a data structure containing pre-assigned 
bookmark names for various scenes of the VOD presentation; 

provide by the STT, without interrupting the VOD presentation, 
the pre-assigned bookmark names for selection; 

receive at the STT a second user input indicative of one of the 
following: a selected pre-assigned bookmark name of the provided pre- 
assigned book mark names and a user-customized name to be 
associated with the visual scene; 

responsive to the fifst second user input, stor i ng store in the 
memory storage information corresponding to the bookmarked visual 
scene without interrupting the VOD presentation; 

receive a s e cond third user input that follows the first user input, 
the s e cond third user input received during the VOD presentation an 
initial output of the first portion; 
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responsive to receiving the s e cond third user input, request over 
[[a]] the bi-directional communication network m e d i um the VOD 
presentation beginning from the bookmarked visual scene; 

receive the VOD presentation, the VOD presentation received 
from the server beginning from the bookmarked visual scene; and 

outputt i ng output a second portion of the VOD presentation, 
beginning from the bookmarked visual scene, as [[a]] the television 
signal. 

149. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 148, wherein the memory is 
configured to store the information as a bookmark, the bookmark comprising on e or 
mor e at least one bookmark attribute attr i but e s configured as a database record. 

1 50. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 49, wherein the at least one 
bookmark attr i but e s compr i s e attribute comprises a default bookmark name that is 
user-configurable. 

1 51 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 50, wherein the at least one 
bookmark attr i but e s compr i s e attribute comprises a representative image of the visual 
scene. 

1 52. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 51 , wherein the at least one 
bookmark attr i but e s compr i s e attribute comprises a thumbnail of the visual scene. 



9 



S/N: 09/692,995 



1 53. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 49, wherein the at least one 
bookmark attr i but e s compr i s e attribute comprises a start time of the visual scene in 
relation to the beginning of the VOD presentation. 

1 54. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 49, wherein the at least one 
bookmark attr i but e s compr i s e attribute comprises a start time of the visual scene in 
relation to an accessible starting point of the VOD presentation. 

1 55. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 54, wherein the accessible 
starting point comprises at least one of the following: a chapter, a duration of the 
visual scene, a time and date that a user created the bookmark, [[or]] and an 
identification of a user that created the bookmark. 

1 56. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 48, further comprising the 
server, the server comprising a quadrature phase shift keying (QSPK) [[QPSK]] 
compatible device mod e m and a quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM) [[QAM]] 
compatible device mod e m , the QPSK compatible device mod e m coupled to the STT 
over the bi-directional communication network m e d i um , the QAM compatible device 
mod e m coupled to the STT over the bi-directional communication network. 

1 57. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 48, further comprising a 
remote control device that communicates a user's commands to the STT. 
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158. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 148, wherein the remote 
control device comprises a designated bookmarking button. 

159. (New) The method of claim 123, further comprising: 

responsive the first user input, providing by the STT a plurality of bookmark 
lists for selection; and 

receiving at the STT a third user input indicative of a designated bookmark list 
of the plurality of bookmark lists. 

1 60. (New) The method of claim 1 59, wherein providing by the STT the 
plurality of bookmark lists comprises providing by the STT the plurality of bookmark 
lists, wherein each bookmark list of the plurality of bookmark lists is associated with a 
different user of the STT. 

161. (New) The method of claim 1 59, wherein receiving at the STT the third 
user input indicative of the designated bookmark list of the plurality of bookmark lists 
comprises receiving the third input indicative of the designated bookmark list, wherein 
all subsequent bookmarks of the VOD presentation are associated with the 
designated bookmark list. 
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162. (New) The system of claim 148, wherein the processing unit being 
configured to store in the memory storage information corresponding to the 
bookmarked visual scene without interrupting the VOD presentation comprises the 
processing unit being further configured to store, within a bookmark list corresponding 
to a user providing the first user input, information corresponding to the bookmarked 
visual scene. 



12 



